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ORATION. 

Given at the Consecr ation of the Precept ory of S. Mary & All Sa i nts 
at Worcester. December 10t h, 1960. 

I find myself in u pos ition VI" hi ch is somewhat unusual , in t hat, as 
one of the Consecrating Officer ' s team, I ar.i a l so one of the Founders . 
The Oration , which a l ways ha.s a place in a Cons ecration Cer emony, 
shoul d , in the natui~c of things , be addressed. primar i l y t p the 
Founder s . This occasi on therefore presents to me a pract ical 
application of the principl e I havo endeavoured to maintain t hrough 
fifty years in tho Ministry, that whenever the sub j ect calls for 
either admoni:kion or cri ticis 111 , t he proachor should see himself 
s tanding in the forefront of his target. 
Time will not permit any lengthy excursion i nto the history of our 
Order . We know that in the year 1050 certain merchan t s of Amalf'i 
founded a Hospice in Jerusalem. Fifty years later the European 
occupation of Jerusalem gave a groat fillip to t his Order of S. John 
of Jerusalem with the result that it became primaril y mi lit ar y in 
character , and onj oyed many and considerable privel eges. It was , a t 
that time , recast into three grades :-

1. Knights , who formed a fighting force for the defence of the 
Latin Kingdom of Jerusa lem against the Saracens. 

2. Chaplains who maintained the spiritual tradition s of the 
OI'der. 

3. Servitors who performed the menial work. 
In the year 1118 the Order of Tomplars was founded by nine French 
Knigl1ts v.rho called themscl ves "Foo!' Soldiers of tho Holy City" and 
relied for subsistence on the alms of the faithful. Their original 
vow uas, sir.ipl;>r, to maintain free passage for pilgrims to t he Holy 
Lana. They dDVolopod into the oost renowned ele~ent of the crusading 
troops. By t r.o year 1300 t ho Orde11 was 15 , 000 st1~ong and had all'eady 
acq_uired vast weal th. 
The closo association of' the t\i'O 01~ders very probably led to 
constituin on similar l ines , vritl1 the three grades - mil itary, 
religious and serving. 
I have beon unablo to traco o.ny direct connect im1 between t he two 
Masonic ' United Reli£Sious a.nd Military Orders of the Templ e and 
Hospital ' ·with those ancient Orders from which vrn dorive our titl es ; 
but there is , vri tbout q_ucstion , a most intimate nnd r eal association 
of ideal s and purpos e. 
Imbued and inspired by love , honour and f'oar of' God , ·1rn undertake t o 
receive pilgrims and conduct thorn on thoir hazardous journey to t~.:o 
Holy City, ministering to their weihl- being , striving against tho ovil 
which woul d thvmrt their pilgrimage - and our s, - incorpo1~ati:ng ·~hem 
in our ranks as fellow- crusaders and brothers. In pursuit of thin 
aim i,vo serve the Order in all three grades of Knights , Chaplains 
and Servitors. May we , for a few minutes , cons idor this threefolC 
service in some of it ' s aspects, and take the l a st firs t . 
Servitors. A first , and very important consideration we s hould have 
in mind , is that service to a Procoptory of the Order demands t hat 
t he members of it have come together with a mi nd to serve. One of 
the happy characteristics of Kt .T emplary is tho deep and sincere 
rogard of tho majority of tho r:iombors for the Order. But we cannot 
deny that a normal roll- call makes evident the existence of maybe a 
small , bu·t; novertholoss a regrettable num ber of our brethren who 
may have forgotten , or perhaps have never fully realised , their 
obligation to regular service. 
We serve by identifying ourselves closely with t he work of the 
P11 eceptory; by maintaining always a sympatl1etic rather than a 
critica l a ttitude , realising tha t the work done is the work of t b.e 
~hole Preceptory and that the officers on duty are but the mouth
pieces of the whole body of tho brethren. A clos.J acq_uaintance with 
tho Ritual a nd a punctilious performance of the Ceremonial are also 
essential factors in loyal and efficient sorvico. In office our 
motive should be not to enhanco personal prestige , but to give of 
the bost i11 us to the service of the Preceptory and to tho honour , 
dignity and interests of the Order. 

.-

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t



~ . 

Chaplain s . This is a religiouo 011 der and , whon a. Proco:pt or y is 
openod, t he s i ;..:·n i ficance of this Ce r or:10ny of' Com 1oc1•at ion , i n \1l.ich 
wo are now engaged , becoa es i~1odiately apparent. Wherever t he 
Prece9t ory 11ay be it bocomes a iioly Pla c e . Wl1on the Emi nen t Prec ept .or 
decl areG tho Procopt or y t o be open l e t u s consc iously notice on the 
S ••••••• e t ho M •••• c S ••• o , a P ••••• t A •••• r , er.bl on of tho Po11 f -Jc t 
Li fe Gacrificed for ~ankind on tho Crosa , which stands in t he ni~st 
of tho Ligl1t Cro,·:red T •••••• o , s ymbol of' t he I nfini t o Lov e of' Goe;, , 
t hD Eternal Trinit:>', Father , Son •_ma i.ioly Sp i ri t . Thon l e t us l ook 
once more to tt.o A •••• r 1.nd s eu with the nind ' s oyc tho w •• a \vhich 
i t 011ah11 inos , tolling us th'lt "God is with us 11 • It is in t his 
Pros cnco of our Huave11ly Captain t hn. t we do our work - Hi s v1ork - · nd 
if it is done as at His comnand , t o tho huat of' , and to tho full 
oxtc::n t of, that wl1ich each has to -ivo in loyal t y and lov e t o Hit. , 
our work bocor~3 thereby a sacrifice - our act of worship. 
Knirhts. In tbu Inst'1.llation of a Knight, aftor the Accolade , and as 
tllo .Cinal act of Inv e s titure, t llo now Knir;ht is presen t ed wi t h hi s 
sword. 11l'icvor craw it without cause nor ahonth i t without honour 11

• 

A sword is ·_1 wuapon of offence - the weapon of a firhting man. Our 
forbu:..i.r s , if I na~v so nar10 t hem , fouc;ht agains t r·mn · the Kn i ghts of 
S. John in defence of Jeruonlor.i agains t the 8arac~ns · the Templ ars in 
def 011Ce of pilrri1 ,s u.gainst t hooe who o~) .. os od t Luir journey. Ti tne.3 
chango , and rte tod'1y r;restlc not al)'ains t flesh mid b l ood , but agains t 
principalities , u:"tins t pmvers , agains t tho rulo1• s of da1•knc;s s in 
thi s ·.10rld , J.g::.t.inst spi:b i tuc..l vrickodnes s . Ti.a s'.lord \HJ crirr y i s t ho 
3\tord of the S irit , and dc,..7n it ' s blade tho P ••••• t A •••• 1" is ·iven 
to oach of us. 
Masonry dous liOt bogin and 1.mu in Lodge , C!iapt ar, or P1•oce t ory. I~· a 
t rue r<.ason it becomes a vital f 4ctor in nis r.·ldke- up , col ouring his 
outlook ·rnd oho.pint< his conduct. ·11e Kni ghts l eave our PL1cc0pt or io s , 
going ou11 suvo11 'll vmys , still arr:iod r.ri tl1 t he s r10.!.'d and c l utchi nc t l1e 
vVhi te 8 ••• 0 . In a ':1ickod , diGtruucht and sorry \:or l d the Knigl1t -
Mason is no yes- man , no con!'ornist , but ono \'tho , a11 11ed iii th t he ": .·_ 
S hi old of Fa.i t ii anu the 13rec-tst1>l1.to of Rigl1teousness , an d wiel ding 
the Sr10rd of tbJ 3piri t , striveo in himocl f , in his l1omo , his 
business, his soci'1.l onvironr.ien t and t he \ro11 ld 'l.t lai1 r;o , t o ov ercome 
the ener ios of the Holy Nano of his Capta i 11 and to help in brin:,_;ing 
all nearer t o the Heavenly Jerusalo111. 

In conclusion ; tho fo l lowind word G of 3. Paul to thv Chr istians cf 
Corinti1 r:ould b J v ory apt todLl.~ corint· fro!1 the nou t h of the 
Consocrating Of:icer: -
"For wo arc God ' s ftJllow- r.' Jrkors. • • • ye '1re Gcd ' s building. 
Ace or ding to th~ grace of God w!licl1 was l7i ven to rro , a s ':l uise 
1.1aster- buildcr I l a id q foundation : a nci another ruilde t h thereon. 
2ut let oach rmi tqkc heed how ho buil~oth thereon. For ot her 
fo~na~tion cnn no man lay t~an thot which is laia , which i s Jesus 
Chr ist. 3ut i f any rm.n buildcth on the foundation gol d , silv er , 
cos t l;y stones. vrnod , hay, stubble : each Man 's wor k shall be made 
manifest; for the day si1~ll doclaro it, becaus e it is rev eal ed i n 
fire ; ancJ ouch rnn ' s work , of what sort it i s, the fire shall prov o 
i t o If ar,y man 1 s V!Ork shal l nbide which :-ic built thereon , ho sh~ll 
receive a reward . If any ma.n ' s work shnll bt: bu11 ned he shall suffe r 
los so • •• Know yo not that ye are~ a·nctuary of God , and tha t tha 
Spirit of God dvrnlleth in you? If any man dost roJch th tho sanctuary 
of God, l1im sh[.lll God destroy; for the: s1nctuar~ of God i s hol y , 
~1hich s'lnctua11 y j e aro . 11 
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